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State Mandates on the Purchase of Recycled Content Paper 

 
Overall, 48 out of 50 states have policies for recycled content copy paper.  Alabama and Illinois are the only 
states that do not have a policy for purchasing recycled content copy paper by state agencies. Some states 
require the purchase of recycled paper while others may only have a policy encouraging its purchase. 
 
Alaska 
Alaska Statute, Title 36 Public Contracts, Chapter 30, State Procurement Code, Section 333: Procurement of 
Paper (1996) states that state agency purchases of paper shall be at least 25% recycled paper unless 
recycled paper is not available for the purchase or unless, after application of the procurement preference 
under AS 36.30.337, the recycled paper is more expensive. 
 
AS 36.30.337. Procurement Preference for Recycled Products, allows agencies to decrease the bid by five 
percent for recycled products.  Departments establish the minimum percentage of recycled content. 
 
Arizona 
Passed in 1990, Arizona Procurement Code §41-2568 and §41-2553(I) allows a 5% price preference for 
recycled paper products and states that specifications shall emphasize functional or performance criteria 
and not discriminate against the use of recycled materials.  §41-2662: If a State agency purchases paper or 
causes the purchase of printing on recycled paper, it shall require that the printed material to include a 
printed statement or symbol which indicates that the document is printed on recycled paper.  The director 
shall report to the governor each year on the purchase of recycled paper and other findings. 
 
Arkansas 
Arkansas Title 19-11-260 (1991) requires the State Procurement Director to issue a recycled paper content 
specification for each type of paper product. The goal of state agencies for the percentage of paper 
products to be purchased that utilize recycled paper shall be sixty percent (60%) by calendar year 2000.  
The Office of State Procurement shall prepare a semiannual report on the state's progress in meeting the 
goals for the purchase of paper products with recycled content.  Whenever a bid is required, a preference 
for recycled paper products shall be exercised if the use of the products is technically feasible and price is 
competitive.  For the purpose of procurement of recycled paper products, “competitive” means the bid 
price does not exceed the lowest qualified bid of a vendor offering paper products manufactured or 
produced from virgin material by ten percent (10%). An additional one percent (1%) preference shall be 
allowed for products containing the largest amount of postconsumer materials recovered within the State 
of Arkansas. 
 
California 
Passed in the 1990’s, the State of California Public Contract Code 12200 requires State agencies and the 
Legislature to buy recycled for at least 50% of the reportable purchases for a specific target list of products, 
including copy paper, and to require all businesses to certify in writing the minimum percentage of 
postconsumer content.  The State Agency Buy Recycled Campaign (SABRAC) applies to all "State agencies" 
which means every office, department, division, board, commission, or other agency of the State of 
California, including the California Community Colleges and the California State University. This does not 

http://touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title36/Chapter30/Section333.htm
http://touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title36/Chapter30/Section333.htm
http://touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title36/Chapter30/Section337.htm
http://www.azdoa.gov/agencies/spo/docs/FINAL%20Rulemaking.pdf
http://www.ark.org/dfa/procurement/documents/laws_rules0907.doc
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=pcc&group=12001-13000&file=12200-12217
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directly impact the University of California as noted below. The minimum recycled content requirements 
for printing and writing paper shall consist of at least 30 percent, by fiber weight, postconsumer fiber. 
 
Section 10507.5. Encourages the University of California to purchase recycled content paper products.  
It is the intent of the Legislature to encourage the procurement of recycled paper products by the University 
of California by developing guidelines to encourage the procurement of recycled paper products where 
suitable for the uses intended and where the quality is equal and the price is equal or less than non-recycled 
paper products.  
Section 12168. Allows agencies the option not to purchase when recycled paper costs more than non-
recycled paper or use price preferences as needed.   

 
Colorado 
Colorado Title 24 Government – State Procurement Code Article 103-207 authorizes state agencies to 
purchase recycled paper unless certain conditions exist: 1) the product is not available within a reasonable 
period of time, (2) the product fails to meet existing purchasing rules, including specification, or (3) the 
product fails to meet federal or state health or safety standards.  In the State of Colorado Environmentally 
Preferable Purchasing Policy, 2009, Colorado requires Buyers to procure at least 50% of total paper 
purchases utilizing 30% postconsumer materials and to purchase paper that is processed chlorine free or 
uses the least amount of chlorine or chlorine derivatives whenever possible. 
 
Connecticut 
Based on an Executive Order and under State Statute Chapter 58: Purchasing and Printing, Section 4a-67f 
are specifications for printing and writing paper requiring State procurement to be in line with the federal 
Executive Order 12873 (this 1993 EO has been updated twice; see Federal mandates description at the end 
of this report) and any guidelines from EPA (referring to EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines for 
over 50 products). Paper is to be composed entirely of materials manufactured using processes which (a) 
do not involve harvesting of trees or which are otherwise derived entirely from sources other than trees 
and (b) which can be categorized as having less adverse impact on the environment than conventional 
processes.  
 
Delaware 
Executive Order 13, “Leading by Example Towards a Clean Energy Economy and Sustainable Natural 
Environment,” 2010, directs specific agencies to develop an EPP policy for state executive branches, 
department and offices.  According to Contract Code 6938, the State shall meet or exceed the EPA’s CPG 
guidelines as its goal. EPA’s guidelines for copy paper are 30% postconsumer content.  There are exclusions 
if cost and performance are an issue. 
 
Florida  
Florida’s Title XIX, Public Business, Chapter 283, Public Printing (1983) states each agency shall purchase, 
when economical, recycled paper, if and when recycled paper can be obtained that is of adequate quality 
for the purposes of the agency.  Agencies shall require vendors who submit bids for printing services to 
certify the recycled content of the material. 
 
Georgia 
According to the official code of Georgia, OCGA 50-5-60.2, state agencies are required to purchase recycled 
printing and writing paper for most of their printing and office paper needs.  State agencies are required to 
track and report their purchases. 95% of the dollars spent on printing and writing paper must go towards 
recycled content paper.  Exceptions are allowed only if the documented bid price of the recycled paper is 
more than 8% higher than the documented bid price of the virgin paper or if certain recycled paper does 
not meet the quality level established by the Department of Administrative Services. Recycled content 

http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/olls/sl1993/sl_350.htm
http://www.colorado.gov/dpa/dfp/spo/docs/epp.pdf
http://www.colorado.gov/dpa/dfp/spo/docs/epp.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2005/pub/Chap058.htm#Sec4a-67e.htm
http://governor.delaware.gov/orders/exec_order_18.shtml
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title29/c069/sc03/index.shtml
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0283/Sections/0283.32.html
http://doas.ga.gov/StateLocal/SPD/Docs_SPD_General/law-code.pdf
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paper must meet or exceed EPA guidelines.  Agencies are encouraged to use the Certification of Product 
Content Form as an Attachment in bids. Recycled product purchasing reports are due on September 1st 
each year. 
 
Hawaii 
Hawaii Procurement Code HRS 103D-1005 Recycled Products, requires the State and urges County 
purchasing agencies to purchase recycled content product consistent with the Federal Executive Orders. 
State purchasing agencies shall purchase recycled content paper except when statutory, regulatory, or 
contractual requirements preclude the purchase.  A price preference  may be used to procure recycled 
products.   Government Reporting HRS 342G-43 requires State agencies to submit progress reports on 
recycled goods purchased.  
 
Idaho 
Title 67. State Government and State Affairs, Chapter 23, Miscellaneous Provisions (1985) states that in the 
evaluation of paper product bids, those items that meet recycled content standards may be given a five 
percent purchasing preference when choosing the lowest responsible bidder.   
 
Illinois 
Illinois has a recyclable paper Statute (Act 500, Illinois Procurement Code, Article 45-25) which does not 
pertain to purchasing recycled paper. 
 
Indiana 
Indiana has passed several Executive Orders on Greening the Government. The guidance document 
“Greening Indian’s Government: Plan to Implement the original Executive Order 99-07,” is the only 
reference to specific actions regarding copy paper.  All copy paper purchased the State or used by outside 
vendors for printing jobs will contain at least 30% postconsumer material. Agencies are encouraged to use 
the recycling symbol on all printed materials. Also, when feasible, the State should buy recycled paper that 
is processed chlorine free. 
 
Iowa 
Executive Order 56 (1990’s) requires all state agencies to purchase products made from recycled materials 
and meet the purchasing goal of 90% by January 2000 for recycled printing and writing paper. Recycled 
paper is defined as meeting EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines, currently 30% postconsumer 
for copy paper.  
 
Kansas 
Statute 75-3740b: Purchase of recycled paper; requirements; price preference (1990) requires state to 
purchase paper with at least 50% recycled content if available.  By 1995, not less than 25% of the total 
dollar amount shall be on recycled newsprint, writing and printing paper.  A price preference of 5% shall be 
given to any bidder whose bid is for paper with not less than 50% recycled content. Purchasing reports are 
to be given annually to the legislature.  
 
Kentucky 
Kentucky Title VI, Chapter 45A, Sections 500-540: Recycled Material Content Products (1991) requires every 
state agency to use the minimum recycled content for products established by EPA’s Comprehensive 
Procurement Guidelines, which for copy paper is 30% postconsumer, and to report on the purchase of 
materials, and to review and revise specifications that may prohibit the purchase of recycled products. 
 
Louisiana 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol02_Ch0046-0115/HRS0103D/HRS_0103D-1005.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol06_Ch0321-0344/HRS0342G/HRS_0342G-0043.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title67/T67CH23SECT67-2349.htm
http://www.in.gov/idoa/2532.htm
http://www.in.gov/idoa/files/greeningguidance.pdf
http://publications.iowa.gov/3948/1/Executive_Order_Number_Fifty_-_Six.pdf
http://kansasstatutes.lesterama.org/Chapter_75/Article_37/75-3740.html
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/krs/045a00/chapter.htm
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Louisiana’s Environmental Quality Act (Title 30, Mineral, Oil and Gas and Environmental Quality, Subtitle II, 
Environmental Quality, Chapter 18, Solid Waste Recycling Reduction law § 2415), (1995) requires state 
agencies to purchase recycled goods to the maximum extent possible.  Recycled paper content is defined 
by EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines.  A five percent price preference is acceptable provided 
products are manufactured in Louisiana.  Goals for procurement should be established with no less than 
five percent of total applicable purchases per year over a five-year period.  Goals shall increase annually 
until such time as a minimum goal of fifty percent of the total purchasing is reached in ten years.  A 
minimum of 20% of this total shall consist of high-grade white paper. 
 
Maine 
Executive Order 15 (2008), “An Order Regarding Main State Government Purchasing of Paper Products 
from Certified Wood Sources” directs the Division of Purchases to purchase paper products either made 
from recycled fiber or from wood fiber certified as originating from well-managed forests. In 2010, 80% of 
the paper shall meet this requirement.  Paper must be 100% certified or recycled content unless such 
products cannot be obtained within a 4% price preference, or unless considerations of product 
performance, availability or safety preclude certified or recycled products. 
 
Maryland 
State Finance and Procurement Article, Title 14-402 and Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 
21.11.07.05, states that General Services shall buy recycled paper to the fullest extent practicable and at 
least 40% of the total volume of paper purchased shall be recycled paper.  Paper must have at least 80% 
postconsumer content but when this paper is not available, shall meet EPA’s guidelines.  Each State unit 
shall report on its procurement of recycled materials on September 1st each year.  A price preference not to 
exceed 5% is allowed for the purchase of recycled paper. The Department of General Services shall consult 
with other Departments and the University of Maryland to establish a list of acceptable recycled products.  
 
Massachusetts 
According to General law, Part I - Administration of the Government, Title II, Chapter 7, Section 22: 
Purchase of supplies and equipment: rules and regulations, says only that the commissioner of the 
administration shall make rules and regulations regulating the method of purchasing and include the 
purchase of recycled paper products.   
 
Michigan 
According the Management and Budget Act, Public Act 431, Section 18.1261a on Recycled supplies, 
materials and equipment (1988), to the extent available, a portion of the paper products purchased by the 
state must contain recycled materials if the cost of such products does not exceed 110% (this link shows 
this percentage but a general link shows 10%) percent the cost of the virgin product.  The statutory goals 
require that 20% of all supplies, materials and equipment must be made from recycled materials.   
 
Minnesota 
Minnesota Statute, 16B.122 Purchase and Use of Paper Stock; Printing:   All copy paper purchased by state 
agencies must contain at least 10% postconsumer recycled material. Whenever practical, a public entity 
shall purchase recycled content paper that is manufactured using little or no chlorine bleach or chlorine 
derivatives.  A public entity may purchase recycled materials when the price of the recycled materials does 
not exceed the price of non-recycled materials by more than 10 percent.  
 
Mississippi 
Mississippi Code Section 49-31-7(d) requires all state agencies to aid and promote the establishment of 
policies for the procurement of good containing recycled materials. 
 

http://www.deq.state.la.us/portal/Portals/0/planning/regs/EQA%202007.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/purchase/policies/Exec_Order_Paper_Procurement_6182008.pdf
http://dgsweb.dgs.state.md.us/procure/Recycled-Laws.htm
http://dgsweb.dgs.state.md.us/procure/Recycled-Laws.htm
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter7/Section22
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter7/Section22
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nngfki4505mlse55qvfgj145))/mileg.aspx?page=GetMCLDocument&objectname=mcl-18-1261a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nngfki4505mlse55qvfgj145))/mileg.aspx?page=GetMCLDocument&objectname=mcl-18-1261a
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=16B.122
http://www.mscode.com/free/statutes/49/031/0007.htm
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Missouri 
Missouri Statute Chapter 34 Section 34.032, Recycled paper, (originally passed in late 1980’s) each 
department and agency of state government including the general assembly, shall purchase and use 
recycled paper when recycled paper can be contained that is comparable to the quality presently used in 
the department or agency and if the price is competitive. Competitive means a price within ten percent of 
the price of items  which are manufactured or produced from virgin materials.  Attainment goals are 60% 
by the year 2000.   
 
Montana 
Montana Code Title 75. Environmental Protection. Chapter 10. Part 806 State government procurement of 
recycled supplies and materials.  Purchasing specifications shall be written for materials and supplies made 
from recycled materials and used when purchasing paper and paper products.  The goal of the state is 95% 
of the paper and paper products used by state agencies contain postconsumer materials.  Recycled material 
content should be consistent with nationwide standards for recycled paper.  Agencies shall not discriminate 
against recycled products in specifications.  
 
Nebraska 
According to law (1990, LB 163 §1; 1992, LB 1257, §94) the State should give preference to purchase 
products, materials, and supplies which are manufactured or produced from recycled materials. Such 
preference shall not operate when it would result in the purchase of products which are of inadequate 
quality or substantially higher cost. Executive Order 07-03 passed in 2007 reaffirms that all state agencies 
shall continue using recycled paper, provided no substantially greater cost or inferior quality. 
 
Nevada 
NRS 333.4609 Regulations to give preference to the purchase of recycled paper products 
The Chief of the Purchasing Division shall adopt regulations governing the bidding procedure and 
specifications for paper and paper products purchased by the Purchasing Division that encourage the 
maximum purchase of recycled paper products. The specifications must give preference to recycled paper 
products manufactured with the highest percentage of recycled material.  Recycled paper product is 
defined as having at least 50% recycled content (postconsumer and preconsumer).  When purchasing 
paper, the Chief shall purchase recycled paper products if the specific recycled paper product is: 
      (a) Available at a price not more than that of paper products made from virgin material; 
      (b) Of adequate quality; and 
      (c) Available to the purchaser within a reasonable period. 
 When purchasing any paper or paper products for use by a using agency, the Chief may purchase recycled 
paper products if the specific recycled paper product is: 
      (a) Available at a price not more than 10 percent higher than that of paper products made from virgin 
material; 
      (b) Of adequate quality; and 
      (c) Available to the purchaser within a reasonable period. 
 
New Hampshire 
New Hampshire Statute Chapter 21-I:14a-Recycled Materials was repealed in 2008 with the passage of a 
new law, HB 877 passed in 2008 which requires uncoated printing and writing paper purchased for state 
agencies to contain not less than 30 percent postconsumer recycled materials.  Annual reports shall be 
submitted on compliance with this Chapter (Chapter 9-C: State Government Waste Reduction, Recycling 
and Recycled Products Purchase). 
 
New Jersey 

http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/c000-099/0340000032.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/75/10/75-10-806.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/75/10/75-10-806.htm
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/epubs/E6500/Q002-2006.pdf
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/docs/pilot/pubs/eofiles/07-03.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-333.html#NRS333Sec4609
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-I-21-I.htm
http://www.nhliberty.org/bills/view/2008/HB877
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/I/9-C/9-C-9.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/I/9-C/9-C-9.htm
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Executive Order  91, early 1990s: requires the purchase of recycled paper containing the highest 
percentage of postconsumer recycled content when such purchase is competitive.  (Competitive means a 
price of no more than 10 percent about the price of the virgin content item.)  No less than 65% of the total 
dollar amount spent on paper shall be recycled paper having at least 50% recycled content and 25% 
postconsumer content.   
 
New Mexico 
New Mexico Title 74 Chapter 9-19, Specific program; procurement of recycled supplies and materials.  
(1990) The State purchasing agency and each central purchasing office shall establish specifications, policies 
and practices for purchased recycled materials that are equal in quality and are offered at a price not more 
than 5% higher than that of non-recycled products.  Paper is a designated product. 
 
New York 
New York State Executive Order No. 4: Establishing a State Green Procurement and Agency Sustainability 
Program, 2008:  In April 2008, the Governor signed Executive Order 4 “Establishing a State Green 
Procurement and Agency Sustainable Program.”  The EO mandates that all copy paper purchased by each 
State agency or authority shall be composed of 100% postconsumer recycled content to the maximum 
extent practicable, and all copy paper shall be process chlorine-free to the extent practicable unless 
products do not meet form, function or utility.    
All State and authority publications shall be printed on 100% postconsumer recycled content paper.  Non-
recycled content shall be derived from a sustainability managed resource to the extent practicable, unless 
the cost of the product is not competitive. 
 
North Carolina 
Executive Order 156, 1999, “State Government Environmental Sustainability, Reduction of Solid Waste and 
Procurement of Environmentally Preferable Products:”  All state agencies are directed to use recycled paper 
when feasible and practicable.  All machines shall have the ability to use paper having at least 50% recycled 
content and 30% postconsumer content.  In 2000-2001, 100% of the total dollar value of expenditures for 
paper shall be towards paper with recycled content and with the highest recycled content.   
 
General Statutes 143-58.2: (1993) All State departments, institutions, agencies, community colleges, and 
local school administrative units shall, to the extent economically practicable, purchase and use, or 
require the purchase and use of, products with recycled content. The Department of Administration and 
Dept of Environment shall develop guidelines for minimum content standards. 
 
 
North Dakota 
Statute Title 54. State Government, Chapter 54-44-4. State Purchasing Practices (2005) The office of 
management and budget, the institutions of higher education and any other state agency or institution has 
authority to purchase environmentally preferable products. In requesting bids for paper products the office 
of management and budget must request information on the recycled content of such products.   
54-44.4-08. Purchase of recycled paper products. Any agency that has authority to purchase products shall 
ensure that at least twenty percent of the total volume of paper and paper products contain at least 25% 
recycled material (this term is not defined so could mean total recycled content or postconsumer content). 
 
Ohio 
Ohio Code 125.082 Purchasing recycled products.  (1993) All state agencies may purchase recycled products 
when available and meet performance specifications of the procuring entities,  The director may adopt 
rules establishing a maximum percentage by which the cost of recycled products may exceed and may 
establish a the minimum percentage of recycled materials to be consider “recycled.” 

http://www.state.nj.us/infobank/circular/eof91.htm
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=main-hit-h.htm&2.0
http://www.state.ny.us/governor/executive_orders/exeorders/eo_4.html
http://www.state.ny.us/governor/executive_orders/exeorders/eo_4.html
http://www.p2pays.org/ref/03/02221.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/enactedlegislation/statutes/pdf/bychapter/chapter_143.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t54c444.pdf
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/125.082
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Oklahoma 
Title 580. Chapter 50, Section 50-1-4. Recycled Products Procurement.  Each state agency shall procure 
products which are manufactured with recycled materials and submit a report to the director each year. 
Vendors shall declare the minimum, if not exact, percentage of recycle materials in products. Vendors must 
certify recycled content claim. Preference may be given to the highest content of total recycled materials if 
performance and quality are the same. “Recycled paper”  is defined as not containing less than ten percent 
postconsumer content. 
 
Oregon 
Executive Order 98-07 (1998): State purchasing policies shall promote the use of high recycled content and 
give preference for paper products that have not been bleached with chlorine. State agencies should use 
recycled papers wherever feasible and avoid all colored papers.  Prohibits the use of neon, ultra bright, 
goldenrod or dark hues. 
Statute Chapter 279A – Public contracting (2003) No less than 35 percent of state agency procurements of 
paper products may be from recycled paper products.  “Recycled paper” means a paper product with not 
less than fifty percent of its fiber weight consisting of secondary waste materials; or twenty-five percent of 
its fiber weight consisting of post-consumer waste. 
 
Pennsylvania 
In Law 556, Act 1998-101, Section 1504, Pennsylvania requires agencies to review and revise their 
procurement procedures and specifications to encourage the use of recycled materials. The recycled 
content percentages shall not be less than those in EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines. The 
State allows a 5% preference for bids that certify the recycled content percentage of goods. Pennsylvania 
specifically states that State-owned hospitals shall waive this requirement for paper products. 
 
Rhode Island 
Title 37, Chapter 37-2, Section 37-2-76 State purchase of recycled products (1993). The state shall 
affirmatively promote the use of recycled products.  At least 50% of the expenditure for office paper 
products shall be recycled paper products by 1995.  The department of administration shall establish 
comprehensive specifications that will include minimum preconsumer and postconsumer content. 
 
South Carolina 
Title 44 Chapter 96 South Carolina Solid Waste Management Act Article 1. Section 140. Recycling programs 
of state government; state procurement policy. (1991) All State agencies shall submit a report on goods and 
service purchased and the percentage of recycled content using the content specifications established by 
the Office of Materials Management.  The report must identify any regulations that discriminate against the 
use of recycled materials.  The goal is to reflect a 25% goal in their procurement policies. 
 
South Dakota 
Executive Order 08-01, 2008; This Executive Order requires State agencies to purchase recycled content 
paper product from the state contract or from Central Supply if available. 
 
Tennessee 
Title 68, Chapter 211, Part 6. §68-211-606 Department of General Services, Purchase of paper or paper 
products.  The department of general services shall purchase or approve for purchase only paper or paper 
products manufactured from recycled paper.  Of the total volume of paper purchased, recycled paper shall 
be at least 40% by 1994. 
 
Texas 

http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:h6SOWHH4kjEJ:https://www.ok.gov/dcs/searchdocs/app/manage_documents.php%3Fatt_id%3D2614+Title+74.+State+Government.+Chapter+4.+Department+of+Central+Services.+Oklahoma+State+Recycling+and+Recycled+Materials+Procure
http://www.sos.state.or.us/archives/governors/Kitzhaber/web_pages/governor/legal/execords/eo98-07.pdf
http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/279a.html
http://www.palrb.us/pamphletlaws/19001999/1988/0/act/0101.pdf
http://www.palrb.us/pamphletlaws/19001999/1988/0/act/0101.pdf
http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/statutes/title37/37-2/37-2-76.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t44c096.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t44c096.htm
http://www.state.sd.us/boa/policies.pdf
http://www.michie.com/tennessee/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=main-h.htm&cp=tncode
http://www.michie.com/tennessee/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=main-h.htm&cp=tncode


Practice Greenhealth ©, 2010 Page 8 
 

Statute Title 10: General Government, Subtitle D. Chapter 2155 Section 446. Purchase and Use of Paper 
Containing Recycled Fibers. The commission shall contract for paper containing the highest proportion of 
recycled fibers for all purposes for which paper with recycled fibers may be used and to the extent that the 
paper is available at a reasonable price through normal commercial sources to supply the state's needs.   A 
state agency that purchases through the commission shall place orders for papers containing recycled fibers 
to the highest extent of its needs and to the extent that the paper is available through the commission's 
purchasing procedures.   
 

Utah 
Utah Procurement Code 63-56-406. Preference for recycled paper and paper products.  (2006)A public 
procurement unit shall give preference to purchasing recycled paper and recycled paper products unless it 
costs more than 5% the lowest responsive bidder, no recycled paper is reasonably available that meets the 
criteria, or the minimum purchase requirement has been met.  The minimum purchase requirement is 50%. 
Each public procurement unit shall report each year the dollars spent on paper. The recycled content is 
based on rules used by national procurement, such as EPA. 
     
Vermont 
Executive Order 02-04: Vermont Clean State Program (2004).  Orders state agencies to advance strategies 
to reduce waste, etc. and including practices and procedures to require the use of chlorine-free recycled 
paper with the highest postconsumer content feasible. 
Title 29: Chapter 49 §903(d). Requisition of Supplies.  The commissioner of building and general services, 
with the assistance of state agencies, shall use recycled materials to maximize the state’s use with a goal for 
the purchase of recycled materials shall be at least 40% by the end of the 2008.  Recycled materials include 
recycled paper.  
 
Virginia 
Code § 2.2-4324 Purchase programs for recycled goods.  The Department of General Services shall ensure 
the procurement guidelines for state agencies promote the use of recycled goods.  All state agencies shall 
adhere to the guidelines for recycled products. DGS shall procure recycled paper so long as the bid price is 
not more than ten percent greater than the bid price for the low responsive and responsible bidder. If a tie, 
preference shall be given to the bidder whose goods contain the greatest amount of recycled content. 
 
Washington  
In 2009, Washington State Legislature passed House Bill 2287 requiring each state agency to use 100% 
recycled content white cut sheet bond paper  (RCW 43.19A.022) by December 31, 2009 in office printers 
and copiers.  An exception is made on recycled content percentage levels for high speed digital devices but 
to use the highest percentage possible. These requirements are also contained in the State’s Executive 
Order 05-01 on Sustainability, that at least 50% of the paper purchased should be recycled paper with a 
minimum of 50% postconsumer content.  Specific requirements are: 

Increase the percentage of environmentally preferable paper (EPP) purchased to at 
least 50%. Environmentally preferable paper is defined as 100% recycled content 
paper with a minimum of 50% post consumer waste. 

 
Also, State agencies are encouraged to purchase from companies whose facilities generate energy from 
renewable energy sources.   Here is a fact sheet on these requirements:  
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/sustainability/resources/paper_conservation_act_guidance.pdf.      
 
West Virginia 
§22-15A-21. Procurement of recycled products.  All agencies of the state to the maximum extent possible 
shall purchase recycled products.  The Department of Administration will develop a comprehensive 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/docs/gv/htm/gv.2155.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/docs/gv/htm/gv.2155.htm
http://law.justia.com/utah/codes/2006/title63/63_29024.html
http://governor.vermont.gov/tools/index.php?topic=ExecutiveOrders&id=634&v=Article
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/fullsection.cfm?Title=29&Chapter=049&Section=00903
http://www.dgs.virginia.gov/FederalandStateSurplusProperty/RecyclingAssistanceProgram/VirginiaRecycles/tabid/158/Default.aspx
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.19A.022
http://www.governor.wa.gov/execorders/eoarchive/eo_05-01.pdf
http://www.governor.wa.gov/execorders/eoarchive/eo_05-01.pdf
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/sustainability/resources/paper_conservation_act_guidance.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/Code.cfm?chap=22&art=15A#15Ahttp://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/Code.cfm?chap=22&art=15A
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procurement program. Recycled paper products shall be given a price preference of ten percent.  A priority 
shall be given to paper products with the highest postconsumer content.  Annual reports are to be 
submitted.  
 
 
Wisconsin 
Chapter 16.72(2)(e)  Purchasing agents shall incorporate requirements for the purchase of products made 
from recycled materials and each Authority other than the University of Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics 
Authority, shall incorporate requirements for the purchase of products made from recycled materials.  
Specifications should include the purchase of recycled paper. Wisconsin’s vendor site states that state 
agencies use over 98% recycled paper and that purchasing virgin paper is no longer an option.  They use the 
federal minimum content guidelines. In municipal code 66.0131(3), local agencies are required to purchase 
recycled. 
 
 
Wyoming 
Executive Order 1990-7 requires state agencies to purchase products made from recycled materials when 
feasible, and specifically State agencies shall meet 30% of their paper needs by 1993 with recycled paper. 
 
 

Practice Greenhealth thanks its EPP Supporters for their contributions to the creation of this 
resource. 

 

 
 

 

  

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/Stat0016.pdf
http://vendornet.state.wi.us/vendornet/recycle/pim3.asp
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/Stat0066.pdf
http://wyld.state.wy.us/uhtbin/cgisirsi/20080610203733/SIRSI/0/520/WS-GOV-EO-1990-07.pdf

