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2012 Earth Day Activities in Practice Greenhealth Membership Community

Hospitals and Health Centers are demonstrating their commitment to the planet this Earth Day by organizing eco events on their campuses and sites.  What is your organization doing to mark Earth Day, 2012? Here’s a sampling of what’s happening this year!

	Earth Day Member Facility Activities 2012
	Information provided by:

	Baptist Health South Florida, Coral Gables, FL
	Eric Wenke

EricW@baptisthealth.net 

	April 19-20:   

· Educational events, including vendor / partner information tables to explain sustainable projects we are currently implementing, and ways employees can work to incorporate sustainable practices into their daily work and home lives.

· Kicking off Tree Planting program to plant over 100 trees throughout South Florida to help clean the air and help restore the shade canopy in the region

· Eco-friendly products demonstrations and recycling education booths

· County wide mass transit sign-up program subsidized by Baptist Health for 

· employees

· Presentations on Green Team accomplishments over prior year and plans 

· for the future

· Launching Eyeglass recycling campaign through the OneSight program to recycle and give to individuals in need at no cost.

· Introducing Phones4Charity Cell Phone recycling campaign benefitting local charity.

· Newsletter and screensaver communications for all employees to recognize the significance of Earth Day

· Planning a confidential paper shredding event for employees to shred personal documents which will then be sent for recycling

· Planning of a swap event where employees can exchange traditional bulbs for CFLs 

· Planning a shower head swap program to replace inefficient showerheads for newer, more efficient fixtures

· Converting payroll system to use paperless notification for employees

· Creating a farmer’s Market for employees to purchase locally sourced produce

April 22:  

· Working with Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Florida International University to help restore a Natural Preserve on the FIU Campus.  This will include planting native trees in two ecosystems located within the Preserve.

· Educational overview of Florida native ecosystems for all volunteers.
	


	Norton Healthcare, Louisville KY
	Claire Rupert

Claire.Rupert@nortonhealthcare.org

	April 28: 

· Fourth annual system-wide event for all 10,000 NHC staff, families and friends at Norton Brownsboro campus of KCMC.(Kosair Children’s Medical Center.) offering a drive-up electronics recycling collection program as well as a secure document / CD shredding drive-through service from 10 am- 2 pm. Free eco-friendly giveaway gifts including donated items from our single-stream waste contractor and personal water use/shower timers to first 150 cars.

	

	The Miriam Hospital, Providence, RI
	Monica Anderson

MAnderson5@Lifespan.org

	April 23: 

· 3rd Annual Miriam Greenway’s Earth Day Celebration. “Help Miriam Reduce Its Waste Size”. Featuring informational tables and *“Good Green Deeds” from departments across the hospital.

*Interdepartmental Blue Wrap Challenge.

*E Waste Collection

*Scrubs Collection

*Community Partner Information Tables
	

	The Ottawa Hospital, Ottawa, Ontario
	Jessica Heiss

jheiss@toh.on.ca

	April 18- Riverside Campus

April 19- Civic Campus

April 20- General Campus
· Tree planting ceremony with senior leadership from TOH and CHEO (the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario that shares our site), Ottawa city councilor will also participate

· This year we made our booth display board out of reclaimed whiteboards so we print less each year for the event

· Information about being a smart consumer and how to avoid “greenwashing”

· Information about safer cosmetics and products

· “Want to go green? There’s an APP for that!”- QR code links to iphone apps related to sustainability

· QR code links to websites for more information about sustainability

· “what happens to my trash” guessing game to promote recycling and proper waste disposal

· Honeywell information booth about their energy conservation initiatives at TOH

· Honeywell is giving away saplings

· CFL bulbs donated by Enbridge as give-away

· Draw prizes (t-shirts, energy saving baskets)

· Jar of organic almonds donated by Kardish foods- guess how many almonds are in the jar and the closest guess wins

·  Slideshow of TOH’s recent successful projects
	

	Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital Cape Cod
	Dawn Lucier
dlucier@partners.org

	April 19

Table outside cafeteria for Green Team members to give out seed packets to all employees.  A healthy meal will be served in the cafeteria.
April 23

Trivia sent out to all employees.  Answers to be completed electronically with all participants entered into a raffle for a gift card.
April 24

Grand rounds lecture with a representative from Cape Light Compact.  Topic: Not just a day – ways to be energy efficient year round.
	


